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This is our regular bulletin that highlights recent publications and announcements on climate change 
and development issues.  

The documents are available without charge on the web. If you are unable to access any of these 
materials online and would like to receive a copy of a document as an email attachment, please 
contact our editor at the email address given below. 

A CDROM with collections of documents from Eldis is also available to users with poor internet 
access. See details in the footer of this reporter. 
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The new and improved features of the Eldis Climate Change Resource Guide  
 
I am excited to inform you about the new and improved Eldis site and the Eldis Climate Change 
Resource Guide, which over the past few months has gone through a significant make-over. Take a 
look and see what you think: http://bit.ly/Eldisv5 
 
The aim of this has been primarily to give the site a fresh, modern and up-to-date look, to improve 
your experience of using the site, and to make it easier to share what you find with your own 
networks. 
 
But we also wanted the site to reflect a change in emphasis in the way we are working. We have 
refreshed and updated the list of the thematic topics covered by Eldis and the Climate Change 
Resource Guide. We’ve also opened up all the Eldis data under a creative commons license and 
made it available via an API for others to re-use. 
 

http://lyris.ids.ac.uk/t/2754389/1406133/5/0/
http://lyris.ids.ac.uk/t/2754389/1406133/6/0/
http://lyris.ids.ac.uk/t/2754389/1406133/5/0/
http://lyris.ids.ac.uk/t/2754389/1406133/7/0/
http://lyris.ids.ac.uk/t/2754389/1406133/10/0/
http://lyris.ids.ac.uk/t/2754389/1406133/8/0/
http://bit.ly/Eldisv5


Perhaps most importantly though - the way Eldis is produced has been changing too. Although the 
project is still hosted by IDS we now work with a range of partners to ensure we get the latest, most 
relevant and truly global research to you. These include new southern partners such as IID in 
Bangladesh, the Centre for Science, Development and Media Studies (CSDMS) in India and the 
National Library Service in Malawi alongside some long established partners such as Noragric. 
 
Since 2009, the Climate Change Resource guide has worked with CDKN, Arid Lands Information 
network (ALIN) in Kenya, Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre in Belize, Overseas 
Development Institute in the UK, among others, to bring together its diverse range of research 
content. We are now looking to work with regional content partners to bring together current and 
relevant research – If you’re interested in working in collaboration with us, please do get in touch! For 
more information on what we offer, please have a look at the guide: http://bit.ly/EldisCCguide 
 
If you have any feedback on the new Eldis site and the Climate Change Resource Guide please get in 
touch with us.  
 
Available online at: http://bit.ly/EldisCCguide 

 
Global climate risk index 2013: Who suffers most from extreme weather events? Weather-
related loss events in 2011 and 1992 to 2011 
 
Authors: Harmeling,S. 
Produced by: Germanwatch (2012) 
 
The Global Climate Risk Index 2013 analyses the quantified impacts of extreme weather events. The 
most recent available data from 2011, as well as for the period 1992-2011, were taken into account in 
this eight edition of the annually published analysis. The index shows that the most affected countries 
in 2011 were Thailand, Cambodia, Pakistan, El Salvador and the Philippines. For the period 1992 to 
2011, Honduras, Myanmar and Nicaragua rank highest. In total, more than 530,000 people died as a 
direct consequence from almost 15,000 extreme weather events, and losses of more than US$2.5 
trillion (in PPP1) occurred from 1992 to 2011 (US$1.68 trillion overall losses in original values). The 
analysis confirms that less developed countries are generally more affected by extreme weather 
events. The index is hoped to serve as a warning signal indicating past vulnerability which may further 
increase in regions where extreme events will become more frequent or more severe as a result of 
climate change. 
 
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63536 

 
Climate change and ecosystem-based adaptation: a new pragmatic approach to buffering 
climate change impacts 
 
Authors: Munang,R. 
Produced by: Science Direct (2013) 
 
Climate change is an issue that affects lives of millions of people across the world. Therefore, this 
study urges that the integration of climate risk considerations into policy should be increased, in order 
to ensure that development proceeds along pathways that are resilient to climate change. The paper 
shows that in particular ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA) approaches have proved to provide 
flexible, cost-effective and broadly applicable alternatives for reducing the impacts of climate change 
and as such are a critical tool for adaptation planners to help them tackle climate change threats. This 
paper reviews the rapidly evolving concept of ecosystems-based approaches to climate change 
adaptation and its role in addressing multiple scale risks, vulnerabilities and opportunities. 
Fundamentally, EbA is the use of natural capital by people to adapt to climate change impacts, which 
can also have multiple co-benefits for mitigation, protection of livelihoods and poverty alleviation. 
 
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63535 

 

http://bit.ly/EldisCCguide
http://bit.ly/EldisCCguide
http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63536
http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63535


Farmers’ adaptation initiatives to the impact of climate change on agriculture in northern 
Nigeria 
 
Authors: Farauta,B. K. 
Produced by: African Journals Online - AJOL (2012) 
 
This study examines the innovative adaptive measures used by farmers in northern Nigeria to 
respond to the effects of climate change. Quantitative and qualitative approaches (rapid rural 
appraisal, focus group discussions and semi-structured interviews) were used to gather information 
from 500 farmers. The findings indicate that 84 per cent and 79 per cent of the farmers were aware 
and knowledgeable of climate change issues, respectively, while 81 per cent of them noted that they 
had experienced climate change incidences. The paper highlights adaptive measures used by the 
farmers in northern Nigeria, including: changes in planting and harvesting dates, multiple cropping, 
intensive manure application, shift to different sites and use of wetland/river valley (fadama) for 
farming. The study concludes that there is a need for the government to make concrete efforts to 
enact appropriate policies on climate change adaptation and assist local farmers to improve their 
resilience. 
 
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63534 

 
Greening rural development in India 
 
Produced by: United Nations Development Programme (2012) 
 
Greening rural development can stimulate rural economies, create jobs and help maintain critical 
ecosystem services and strengthen climate resilience of the rural poor. This report by the Ministry of 
Rural Development, India, with support from the United Nations Development Programme, presents 
strategies for inclusive rural development embodying the principles of environmental sustainability. It 
defines ‘green’ outcomes for major rural development schemes, reviews the design and evidence 
from the field to highlight potential green results and recommends steps to improve green results. The 
rationale for greening rural development emerges from India’s Twelfth Five Year Plan (2012-17) 
strategy of faster, sustainable and inclusive growth for poverty alleviation and the Ministry of Rural 
Development’s mandate to reduce rural poverty and ensure a better quality of life especially for the 
poor. 
 
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63523 

 

Forest transitions across ages and continents: implications for REDD 
 
Authors: Kant,P. 
Produced by: Institute of Green Economy (2013) 
 
According to this paper, forest transitions across the world result from the relative strengths of causes 
favouring forest losses and gains, which are very context specific. The paper highlights that these 
transitions are led by a combination of one or more of the following factors: acute crisis of availability 
of forest goods and services; incentives for abandonment of marginal croplands; enhanced 
agricultural productivity; massive urbanisation; globalisation; demand displacement; agroforestry 
intensification; appropriate forest policies; aesthetics; enhanced public awareness; and legal 
imperatives. Popular discourse on REDD places high emphasis on poverty eradication, good 
governance, low corruption, restoration of land and human rights of indigenous people. The authors 
argue that these are important goals, but there is not much evidence that their successful pursuit 
would result in reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation. 
 
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63513 

 
Bilateral finance institutions and climate change: a mapping of 2011 climate finance flows to 
developing countries 

http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63534
http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63523
http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63513


 
Produced by: United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiative (2012) 
 
This report maps for the fourth consecutive year bilateral finance institutions’ climate financial flows to 
developing countries. During 2011 the members of the working group accounted for nearly US$10 
billion of climate change finance to developing countries and 13 per cent of all public climate finance; 
74 per cent of these funds were allocated to mitigation and 26 per cent to adaptation. While all 
member institutions provide more financing for mitigation, they all increased the proportion of total 
climate finance allocated to adaptation in 2011. The financial data reported and analysed in this report 
is provided by the participating finance institutions through a financial survey and interview process, 
as part of a global effort to make available comparable, transparent and accurate data on financing to 
address climate change mitigation and adaptation in developing countries. 
 
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63395 

 
Climate change impacts, vulnerability and adaptation in Zimbabwe 
 
Authors: Brown,D. 
Produced by: International Institute for Environment and Development (2012) 
 
This paper reviews impacts, vulnerability and adaptation to climate change in Zimbabwe, with the 
intention of providing a broad overview of the key issues related to climate change facing the country. 
It draws on a set of background papers that were produced by the Policy and Advocacy for Climate 
Change in Zimbabwe project. These papers examine climate trends, scenarios and projections for 
Zimbabwe and draw upon a variety of case studies on adaptation projects. This working paper 
highlights the main themes, findings and conclusions arising from these studies and examines their 
implications for future research and policy. The paper is primarily intended for policymakers, 
practitioners and researchers in Zimbabwe, but it is anticipated that the general lessons are relevant 
for a broader set of countries that are dealing with similar environmental, demographic and 
institutional challenges, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63383 

 
Managing climate extremes and disasters in the health sector: lessons from the IPCC SREX 
report 
 
Authors: Back,E. 
Produced by: Climate and Development Knowledge Network (2012) 
 
This thematic brief argues that climate change has both direct and indirect impacts on people’s 
health. Extreme events such as floods can cause deaths, injuries and disability, and can be followed 
by infectious diseases (such as cholera) and malnutrition due to crop damage and disruption of food 
supply. Indirect health impacts are often associated with mental health impacts such as stress, 
anxiety and depression. The summary advices planners and policy makers to assess possible risks to 
public health and develop strategies to support community level adaptation and preparedness to 
extreme weather events. The brief is part of a four-part series by the Climate and Development 
Knowledge Network (CDKN) which highlights lessons learned from the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s (IPCC) special report on Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to 
Advance Climate Change Adaptation (known as SREX). 
 
Available online at: http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=62834  

 

The Eldis Climate Change Resource Guide is funded by the Climate Development Knowledge 
Network (CDKN). CDKN aims to help decision-makers in developing countries design and deliver 
climate compatible development. For more information, please go to: http://www.cdkn.org  

Eldis is funded by UKaid and Irish Aid. 

http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63395
http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=63383
http://www.eldis.org/cf/rdr/?doc=62834
http://www.cdkn.org/


Eldis is one of a family of Knowledge Services at IDS.  

The views expressed in this newsletter and on the Eldis website are the opinion of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of Eldis, IDS or its funders.

 

Linking Climate Adaptation network 
Eldis supports the Linking Climate Adaptation (LCA) Network, which is a community of around 1000 
practitioners, stakeholders, researchers and policy-makers exchanging information on climate 
adaptation research and practice around the globe.  

Membership of the Network is free. To join simply send an email to: lyris@lyris.ids.ac.uk with the 
message: Subscribe LCA 

More information... 
 

See our Climate Change Resource Guide for a complete list of new additions.  

You are welcome to re-use material from this bulletin on your own website, provided that it is 
accompanied by an acknowledgement to Eldis and a link to the Eldis website (either to our home 
page or to the home page of one of our Resource Guides). 

If you only have email access to the Internet, we can send you a copy of a document as an email 
attachment. 

If you would like to change your subscription or receive this bulletin (or any other of our subject 
focused email bulletins) regularly, you can register from our home page, or just email to the address 
below. 

You can also receive this update as an RSS Newsfeed. Visit our page at: 
http://www.eldis.org/go/newsfeeds 

 

Eldis OnDisc  
Would you like to receive Eldis documents on CD-ROM? Are you a publisher interested in having 
your documents distributed on CD-ROM? Eldis are in the process of producing a series of discs to be 
distributed to readers in the South with little or no internet access. These discs will feature editorially-
selected documents on a range of key issues, as well as topic-specific discs featuring manuals and 
toolkits. More information on the project, together with registration forms and copyright details, can be 
found on our project website or email eldisondisc@ids.ac.uk 

 

Contact details: 
Fatema Rajabali  
Eldis Programme 
Institute of Development Studies 
Sussex Brighton BN1 9RE 
UK 

Email: eldis-climate@ids.ac.uk  
Tel: +44 1273 915761 
Fax: +44 1273 621202 
WWW: http://www.eldis.org/climatechange 

 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/go/knowledge-services
mailto:lyris@lyris.ids.ac.uk
http://www.eldis.org/go/topics/dossiers/climate-change-adaptation/contact-us#1
http://www.eldis.org/go/topics/dossiers/climate-change-adaptation/contact-us#1
http://www.eldis.org/go/topics/resource-guides/environment/climate-change
http://www.eldis.org/go/newsfeeds
http://community.eldis.org/.59933323/Blog/
mailto:eldisondisc@ids.ac.uk
mailto:eldis-climate@ids.ac.uk
http://www.eldis.org/go/topics/resource-guides/environment/climate-change


If you would like to receive information about other Knowledge Services and publications from IDS, 
please email your name, contact details and subject interests to us at knowledgeservices@ids.ac.uk 
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