
 

  

ESPA Directorate 
The University of Edinburgh 
Research into Results Ltd 
1–7 Roxburgh Street 
Edinburgh EH8 9TA 

Tel: +44 (0)131 650 9014 
Email: info@espa.ac.uk   
Web: www.espa.ac.uk 

 
Version 3.0  22-September-2014 

Logframe Report  
Financial Year 2013-2014 

 
Paul van Gardingen 

Maeve Regan 
Ana Miranda 

 
September 2014 

 

Executive Summary 
ESPA continues to perform well against the Logframe, with 90% of the 2013 targets having been 
met or exceeded, and 80 % of the 2015 targets already achieved. In particular, the body of peer-
reviewed science, and influence of this literature (measured by citations and influence on 
development processes), are already very significant.  

The targets for the ESPA logframe were revised during the last year in response to the external 
Mid-Term Review and DFID’s 2013 Annual Review.  ESPA is seen to be largely on track for 
delivery of nearly all indicators at both output and outcome level.  In addition to delivery of scientific 
impact, the programme is having significant development impact as measured by research outputs 
being reflected in regional or international development policies (2015 target met) and the level of 
development funding informed by or utilising ESPA research (£32.6 million, 2015 target exceeded). 

The contribution of developing country researchers is also impressive for UK-funded research, with 
50 % of ESPA researchers being developing country nationals (not captured by the logframe), but 
the level of their contribution to ESPA’s publications is one area that needs to improve in coming 
years to achieve existing targets.  The launch of the ESPA Fellowships scheme will lead to greater 
contribution from developing country researchers during the next reporting period. The proportion 
of journal papers that are published in open access format is the other significant areas where the 
current trends indicate that that programme may not achieve its targets. 

The ESPA Directorate is working with projects and ESPA’s funders to address the issues that are 
linked to areas where this report indicates that progress may be off target.  In relation to open 
access publications it is noted that the issues of funding publication charges for non-UK 
organisations is a generic issue for all Research Council / DFID programmes and that this is 
currently being discussed at the level of RCUK and DFID. 
  

mailto:info@espa.ac.uk
http://www.espa.ac.uk/


 

 ii  

Table of Contents 

Executive Summary ....................................................................................................................... i 

Table of Contents .......................................................................................................................... ii 

1 Introduction .......................................................................................................................... 1 

2 Highlights from Logframe ................................................................................................... 1 
2.2 Publications ................................................................................................................ 1 
2.3 Multi/ interdisciplinarity ............................................................................................... 1 
2.4 Impact ........................................................................................................................ 2 
2.5 Developing country researchers ................................................................................. 2 

3 Indicators Requiring Action ................................................................................................ 3 

4 ESPA Logical Framework Reporting: Financial Year 2013-14 .......................................... 4 

5 Abbreviations ..................................................................................................................... 17 
 



 

Page | 1  

1 Introduction 
1.1.1 The ESPA Logical Framework is a monitoring tool which was designed at the outset of the 

programme, underwent significant revision and target setting during the initial period of the 
Directorate, and provided a first full set of comprehensive data during 2013.  The current 
report is utilising a new set of indicators that were agreed by ESPA’s Programme Executive 
Board following the programmes responses to the external Mid-Term Review of ESPA and 
the 2013 DFID Annual Review.  

1.1.2 ESPA’s Logical Framework has milestone targets set for 2013, 2015, and the conclusion of 
the programme in 2017. As there are no targets set for 2014, this report includes a 
comparison with both the 2013 and 2015 targets and an estimation of likely progress 
towards the 2017 targets. 

1.1.3 The programme is performing well against nearly all indicators (Table 1), with 90% of the 
2013 indicators met or exceeded.  The review of progress since 2013 suggests that the 
programme will meet at least 80 % of the 2015 targets and has already achieved 25 % of 
these.  A similar pattern is seen for the 2017 targets where 2 (10 % have already been 
achieved. 

1.1.4 Highlights from the logframe are discussed below, before considering the issues relating to 
the four indicators where the programme is currently performing below expectation. 

 
2013 Target 2014 Progress 2015 Target 2017 Target 

2013 target achieved: 
 
 90 % 

On target for 2015 
 
 80 % 

2015 target achieved 
 
 25 % 

2017 target achieved 
 
 10 % 

2013 target not met 
 
 10 % 

2015 target at risk 
 
 20 % 

2015 target at risk 
 
 20 % 

2017 target at risk 
 
 20 % 

Table 1 Progress report against Output-level indicators 

2 Highlights from Logframe 
2.1.1 Further details of individual indicators are given in the table of the Logframe in Section 0. 

2.2 Publications 
2.2.1 Scientific publications is an areas where ESPA is performing well.  By the end of the 

reporting period ESPA had over 100 academic publications, with 65 ISI journal papers.  It is 
expected that the number of publications will increase significantly over the next year as 
ESPA’s Programme Framework Grants start to publish their results.  The proportion of ISI 
listed publications published as open access is at 30%, comfortably above the global 
average of approximately 20%, but below ESPA’s ambitious targets and expectations. 

2.2.2 ESPA science continues to be cited widely, with citations increasing by 60% from last year 
alone. The average number of citations per paper has also increased since 2013, from 5 to 
nearly 9, suggesting that ESPA is having an increasing cumulative impact on global 
research. 

2.3 Multi/ interdisciplinarity  
2.3.1 The programme is now meeting the 2015 target of all newly commissioned projects 

meeting the ESPA definition of multi/interdisciplinarity. One key article was published in 
2014 which contributes to the 2017 target of ESPA projects developing new research 
methods and tools to support further multi/interdisciplinary research: Fisher et al, (2014) 
Understanding the relationships between ecosystem services and poverty alleviation: A 
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conceptual framework. The paper describes a framework designed as part of a PFG 
project, following a review of existing frameworks that link ecosystem services or 
environmental science, and poverty alleviation/human wellbeing. 

2.3.2 The majority of ESPA projects are publishing multidisciplinary research with over 70 % of 
recent publications being assessed by the Directorate as having an interdisciplinary nature. 

2.4 Impact 
2.4.1 During 2013 the ESPA Director contributed to events organised by UNEP’s VANTAGE 

(Valuation & Accounting of Natural Capital for Green Economy) and World Bank’s WAVES 
(Wealth Accounting and the Valuation of Ecosystem Services). A further 15 ESPA 
researchers reported invitations to join panels and committees from national governments, 
non-governmental organisations and international processes. ESPA evidence is being 
incorporated into policy in a number of countries.  

2.4.2 The ESPA programme and individual projects have leveraged more than £60m in additional 
funding, more than the original programme investment of £40.5m. New research funding 
and development funding have been particularly successful and account for almost all the 
total. Co-funding of existing projects accounts for £500k of the additional funding. 

2.4.3 A notable example of additional funding is for the new £5m German government-funded 
project WISE-UP (Water Infrastructure Solutions from Ecosystem Services), in Kenyan and 
Ghana-Burkina Faso river basins. The project builds upon two comparatively small ESPA 
projects from the PPD and PFG rounds, and is being led by a developing country institution 
which, prior to ESPA, had not explicitly linked ecosystem services to their existing work on 
lake management.  More new research projects supported by other agencies are expected 
to be announced in the coming year. 

2.5 Developing country researchers1 
2.5.1 The programme continues to perform very well on inclusion of developing country 

researchers, compared with similar UK-funded research programmes. All of the new 
projects commissioned during this reporting round have listed at least one developing 
country researcher listed in their application. Proportions of cost going to developing 
country researchers listed in applications have increased slightly from the previous year to 
26%, and the true figure may be higher2. More than half of publications have at least one 
developing country author, and just under a quarter have a developing country lead author.  

2.5.2 The Directorate is working with projects to increase these figures still further in the next 
reporting period, in line with our ambitious targets for 2015. The Directorate has launched a 
Fellowship scheme, and the new ESPA Fellows will begin producing outputs to feed into 
the Logframe during 2014/15. 

  

                                                
1 Defined as either a developing country national or working for a developing country institution. 

Multi-national institutions with in-country offices categorised as “other” (e.g. UN country offices). 
2  Due to the way that Research Councils collect information, around 1/3 of staff costs are 

unknown. 

http://www.espa.ac.uk/projects/espa-fellowships
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3 Indicators Requiring Action 
3.1.1 There are currently five indicators in the revised logframe that may require action from the 

Directorate, projects and ESPA’s funders.  Four of these are areas where the programme is 
currently performing below expectation and one where the progress to date has 
significantly exceeded expectations.  These are as follows: 

 
Indicator Comments Suggest Actions 

1.2.3 Percentage of total 
journal articles  published 
as open access 

ESPA is not on target for 
either the 2015 or 2017 
indicators 

1. Directorate to write to 
projects reminding 
researchers of the 
expectation that all ESPA 
funded research should be 
published in open access 
format 

2. RCUK and DFID to progress 
their discussion relating to the 
provision of funding for open 
access publications that fall 
outside the current RCUK 
block grant. 

2.1.1 Tools/ methods/ 
guidance/ frameworks that 
support projects to deliver 
multi-/interdisciplinary 
research. 

The programme has 
significantly exceeded 
the 2017 target. 

3. ESPA Directorate will 
examine their methodology 
for reporting against this 
target and/or consider a 
revision to the targets. 

3.2.1 ESPA Directorate and 
researchers present their 
evidence to 
national/regional/international 
development 
panels/committees on the 
policy relevance of their work 

The programme is 
currently 
underperforming, but not 
significantly.  This may 
partly be an issue of 
under reporting. 

4. ESPA Directorate to discuss 
with projects as part of the 
regular 6-monthly update 
process 

4.2.1 Percentage of 
academic papers attributed to 
ESPA with developing 
country authorship. 

The programme has set 
ambitious targets and the 
programme is currently 
underperforming, but not 
significantly 

5. ESPA Directorate to contact 
projects reminding them of 
the expectation of full 
developing country 
participation in ESPA 
research and through 
extension in the publication of 
the results of that research. 

4.2.2 Percentage of 
publications attributed to 
ESPA with a developing 
country lead author 

The programme is 
currently 
underperforming, but not 
significantly 

6. ESPA Directorate to contact 
projects reminding them of 
the benefits of developing 
country lead authorship of 
research papers and ESPA’s 
wish to create opportunities 
for developing country 
researchers to lead on the 
production of ESPA’s 
research papers. 
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4 ESPA Logical Framework Reporting: Financial Year 2013-14 
4.1.1 The report provides details of all indicators with their relevant targets for 2013, 2015 and 

2017, along with a report on progress against each target with data from 2013 and 2014. 

4.1.2 Data have been colour coded as follows 

 
2013 Report 2014 Report 2015 Target 2017 Target 

n/a n/a Currently on target to 
be achieved by 2015 

Currently on target to 
be achieved by 2017 

Target achieved Target achieved Target achieved Target achieved 
Target not achieved 
by 2013 

At risk of not 
achieving  2015 
target 

At risk of not 
achieving  2015 
target 

At risk of not 
achieving  2017 
target 
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

Outcome To positively influence end users and decision makers through the generation of cutting edge 
evidence on ecosystem services, their full value, and links to sustainable development 
 
NOTE:  The indicators at Outcome level are derived from relevant Output level indicators. 

O.1.1 
 

ESPA research outputs reflected in 
national, regional or international 
development policies. 

1  7 8 Policy influence is another area where ESPA science is 
having a greater impact than expected, with projects 
reporting 8 instances so far.; more than doubling the 
2015 target. 
Highlights include contributions to: the Bolivian Joint 
Mitigation and Adaptation Mechanism for the 
Sustainable Management of Forests; Kenyan 
government REDD readiness planning; National Policy 
for the Sustainable Development of Northern Kenya and 
other Arid Lands; PES schemes administered by the 
Peruvian and Colombian Ministries of the Environment; 
Caquetá’s regional Development Plan.. 

8 20 

O.2.1 New ESPA-related projects or 
activities funded by agencies outside 
the ESPA programme. 

£2 m £16.3 m £28.7 m Researchers and project partners continue to be 
successful in securing additional new funding for 
research and development activities that build on ESPA 
projects.   

£30 m £40m 
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

O.2.2 Development activities or 
investments informed by or utilising 
ESPA research. 

£2 m £20.9 m £32.6 m More than £32m has been secured for development 
activities informed by ESPA research, through 8 
different grants including new PES schemes, 
biodiversity management, water and sanitation and 
REDD programs. Funding sources include the EU, 
DFID, USAID and the UN.  
26 million investment by the Government of Denmark to 
support the and adaptation of REDD in Bolivia to meet 
local requirements and a £13 million grant from the 
European Development Fund to support the Biodiversity 
Management Program in the Horn of Africa  through a 
grant awarded to The InterGovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD). 
ESPA is performing exceptionally well against this 
indicator and has already exceeded an ambitious 2015 
target,  The programme is in track to exceed the 2017 
target of supporting the development and 
implementation of projects with a combined value equal 
to the UK’s investment in the ESPA programme 

£30 m £40m 

O.2.3 Number of Payment for Ecosystem 
Service (PES) or equivalent 
schemes informed by ESPA 
research. 

2 3 4 ESPA projects have implemented and tested 4 PES 
schemes, to identify the most successful forms of 
compensation. Lessons from these projects are already 
being replicated elsewhere. 

5 10 
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

Output 1: A high-quality, multi-/inter-disciplinary  and extensive body of knowledge on ecosystem services, 
their dynamics and human use generated. 

1.1.1 Annual review of strategy documents 
identifies gaps and opportunities that 
shape ESPA Programme focus 

Annual 
review 
complete 

Annual 
review 
complete 

Annual 
review 
complete 

The ESPA Knowledge Strategy was updated in October 
2013 by Director Paul van Gardingen and ESPA’s 
International Programme Advisory Committee. The 
revision clarified definitions of key concepts within the 
programme, and strengthened a poverty focus. Greater 
emphasis was made of thresholds and tipping points, 
responding to emerging ESPA research which shows 
this to be a key area of focus.  Following feedback from 
projects the description of the way that scenarios could 
be used by ESPA was removed from the Strategy as it 
was felt that this had been too prescriptive. 

Annual 
review 
complete 

Annual 
review 
complete  

1.2.1 Total  number of journal articles 
attributed to ESPA projects 

20 66 82 (64 ISI) ESPA projects have continued to publish journal articles 
at an impressive rate, totalling 82 in March 2014. Almost 
80% of the articles have been published in ISI-listed 
publications. 
An additional 6 books and 18 book chapters have been 
published by ESPA projects to date. 

100 200 

1.2.2 Number of other research outcomes 
(books, book chapters, briefing 
papers, conference papers, grey 
literature) 

20 112 220 Up to March 2014, there have been 220 other research 
publication outcomes including books and book 
chapters, policy briefs, reports, conference papers and 
working publications.  The majority of these outcomes 
could be represented as “Grey Literature” 

300 400 

1.2.3 Percentage of total journal articles  
published as open access 

 

25% since 
start of the 
programm
e 

26% 30% The rate of open access ISI publications has increased 
to 30%. At this stage, the rate of increase suggests that 
the programme is not currently on target to meet its 
2015 target of 50% of publications reported between 
2013 and 2015 being in open access format.  This is an 
issue that is not specific to ESPA and outside the 
control of the programme.  As such it is currently subject 
to ongoing discussion between RCUK and DFID. 

50% since 
previous 
milestone 

100% 
since 
previous 
milestone 
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

1.3.1 External citations of ISI journal  
articles from ESPA projects in 
research publications. 

2 322 564 These targets were revised to be significantly higher in 
response to the 2013 DFID Annual Review and ESPA 
MTR.  ESPA continues to exceed even the revised 
expectations and at the end of March 2014 had nearly 
reached the 2015 target, and by September 2014 had 
exceeded the 2017 target. 
Current data show an average citation rate of nearly 8 
times per paper, though this figure is slightly skewed by 
three exceptionally performing papers which have jointly 
been cited 187 times. However, even after adjusting for 
those, remaining publications have an average of 6 
citations each. These results suggest that ESPA is 
producing a wealth of high-impact science, which is 
already influencing other research projects and articles. 
ESPA is the first UK research programme known to 
record citation rates of all publications as a running total 
and for this reason no analogue is available to compare 
current performance.  It is noted, however that the MTR 
concluded that ESPA was performing exceptionally well 
in this aspect.  During the next year as more 
publications are reported, the Directorate will explore 
ways to disaggregate the data to provide more nuanced 
reporting in 2015. 

600 800 
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

Output 2: Capability built amongst ESPA researchers to conduct multi-/inter-disciplinary ecosystems services 
and poverty alleviation research, supported by new interdisciplinary methods, frameworks, data, 
tools and syntheses. 

2.1.1 Tools/ methods/ guidance/ 
frameworks that support projects to 
deliver multi-/interdisciplinary 
research. 

ESPA 
Directorate 
develops 
guidance 

ESPA 
Directorate 
develops 
guidance 

44 All ESPA projects are conducting multi-/inter-disciplinary 
research, as they must address multiple dimensions of 
poverty and multiple ecosystem services.  Indicator 
2.1.1 is a proxy measure for this activity and records 
information provided by standard reporting by projects.  
The 2014 report against the new indicator adopted for 
the programme, already very significantly exceeds the 
2017 target.  The Directorate will review both the targets 
and data collection methodology over the next year and 
suggest changes to be adopted from 2015. 
Examples of outcomes include arecent journal article, 
Fisher et al, (2014) Understanding the relationships 
between ecosystem services and poverty alleviation: A 
conceptual framework describes a new framework 
which links ecosystem services and poverty alleviation, 
and may provide a basis for future multi-/inter-
disciplinary research.  

5 new 
tools/ 
methods/ 
framework 
from ESPA 
projects 

10 new 
tools/ 
methods/ 
framework 
from ESPA 
projects 

2.2.1 For each project that has published 
journal articles, at least one is of a 
multi-/interdisciplinary nature 

25% of 
total 
projects 

PPD 25% ESPA-
2011 100% 

There is clear evidence that the majority of ESPA 
projects are publishing multidisciplinary academic 
publications.  Of the projects which have published 
academic papers, almost all have at least one which is 
classified as multi-/inter-disciplinary, only one 
Strengthening Research Capacity grant has published 
only single-disciplinary papers. Some projects in the 
PFG, 2011 and 2012 cohorts are yet to publish. 
This is a highly significant achievement highlighting 
ESPA’s success in commissioning and delivery of 
interdisciplinary research. 
 
 
 
 

60% of 
total 
projects  

70% of 
total 
projects  PFG 83% EIRG-2011 

100% 
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

Output 3: Increased demand for and uptake of ecosystems for poverty alleviation research. 
3.1.1 ESPA projects engaging in 

knowledge exchange: Number of 
impact-related records reported to 
ROS 

200 516 350 The figure for impact-related records has reduced since 
the last reporting period, due to an improved quality-
control process within the Directorate. However, 
projects are still on target to reach the 2015 goal, and 
we can now be confident that all reported outcomes are 
relevant and attributable to ESPA-funded research. 
The transfer of reporting to the new ResearchFish 
system will mean that reporting of this indicator and it’s 
targets are most likely to need to change for the next 
reporting round.  The Directorate will undertake this in 
advance of the 2015 reporting round, once the 
ResearchFish system has been populated with 
appropriate data. 

400 600 

3.1.2 New partnerships and networks 
formed by ESPA projects and the 
ESPA programme and the % of 
these that are multi-/inter-disciplinary 

20 (50%) 27 (60%) 32 (59%) ESPA has excelled at creating new partnerships and 
networks between researchers and institutions. In 
addition to the explicit partnerships created through the 
multi-/inter-disciplinary projects themselves, there have 
been 32 new partnerships created, of which 19 have 
been assessed as being multi-/inter-disciplinary. 

40 (60%) 60 (70%) 
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

3.2.1 ESPA Directorate and researchers 
present their evidence to 
national/regional/international 
development panels/committees on 
the policy relevance of their work. 

16 
researcher
s plus 
ESPA 
Director 

13 plus 
ESPA 
Director 

15 plus 
ESPA 
Director 

The ESPA Director is regularly invited to international 
events to present evidence on the policy-relevance of 
ESPA research.  During 2013, he contributed to events 
organised by key strategic external partners, including 
the World Bank’s Wealth Account and Valuation of 
Ecosystem Services (WAVES) Partnership and the 
United Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP) 
Valuation and Accounting of Natural Capital for Green 
Economy (VANTAGE) programme.   
Discussions at these events have highlighted that ESPA 
is one of few programmes globally that emphasises the 
need to make the link between management of 
ecosystem services in developing countries with poverty 
alleviation. 
In addition, 15 ESPA researchers have reported being 
invited to present evidence on the policy relevance of 
their work, to Government bodies, non-governmental 
organisations and international processes (e.g. IPBES, 
SDGs, UN-REDD). 
The 2014 report suggests that the programme may not 
achieve its 2015 target, but one reason may be under-
reporting by projects.  The Directorate will explore this 
issue as part of their regular interactions with projects 
and PIS 

32 plus 
ESPA 
Director  

50 plus 
ESPA 
Director  

3.2.2 ESPA researchers join national/ 
regional/ international processes 

4 
researcher
s 

14 21 Projects have reported 21 invitations to join panels and 
committees, recent examples include the Royal Society 
Human Resilience to Climate Change Working Group, 
Future Earth, ESRC Expert Advisory Group on 
International Development, Phase 2 of the UK National 
Ecosystem Assessment among others. 

30 40 
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

3.2.3 ESPA research outputs reflected in 
national, regional or international 
development policies 

1 instance 7 8 Policy influence is another area where ESPA science is 
having a greater impact than expected, with projects 
reporting 8 instances so far.. 
Highlights include contributions to: the Bolivian Joint 
Mitigation and Adaptation Mechanism for the 
Sustainable Management of Forests; Kenyan 
government REDD readiness planning; National Policy 
for the Sustainable Development of Northern Kenya and 
other Arid Lands; PES schemes administered by the 
Peruvian and Colombian Ministries of the Environment; 
Caquetá’s regional Development Plan. 
ESPA has already achieved its 2015 target and is well 
on track to achieve the 2017 target. 

8 20 

3.3.1 Additional co-financing for ESPA 
funded research. 

£200 K £194,945 £525,794 These targets were revised downwards following 
discussion through the 2013 DFID Annual Review and 
MTR.  ESPA is now seen to be on target for these 
revised targets having just exceeded the 2015 target.  
The target to achieve a further £500 k by 2017 is 
considered highly ambitious and no change is 
suggested. 
Additional co-funding has been secured during this 
reporting period from UK and European Research 
Councils, and other national government funds. 
Activities supported include data handling and storage, 
PhD and researcher time, and field equipment to share 
between ESPA projects. 

£500 k £1m 
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

3.3.2 New ESPA-related projects or 
activities funded by agencies outside 
the ESPA programme. 

£2 m £20.9 m £28.7 m ESPA projects have leveraged over £28m of additional 
funding for related projects and activities. The 
programme is clearly on track to achieve its 2015 and 
probably 2017 targets.  This is an area where the 
programme is clearly very significantly exceeding 
reasonable expectations as by the end of the 
programme ESPA is likely to have influenced new 
research investments of equal value to the main ESPA 
programme. 
A notable example reported during the previous 
financial year which we now have full details of, is the 
funding for a new project; WISE-UP (Water 
Infrastructure Solutions from Ecosystem Services) 
which is exploring the use of natural infrastructure for 
climate change adaptation and sustainable 
development in Kenya and Ghana-Burkina Faso river 
basins. The project has secured £5m of funding from 
the International Climate Initiative (IKI) of the German 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU). The new 
project builds upon two ESPA projects, from the PPD 
round (Choosing Wise Investments in Natural and Built 
Water Infrastructure) and PFG round (East African 
Great Lakes Observatory). The new project is being led 
by a DC institution which, prior to ESPA, had not 
explicitly linked ecosystem services to their existing 
work on lake management. The comparatively small 
PPD and PFG grants awarded by ESPA have thus 
provided catalysts for new research in the region linking 
ecosystem services and sustainable development, 
under the leadership of a strengthened DC institution. 

£30 m £40 m 
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

3.4.1 Development activities or 
investments informed by or utilising 
ESPA research. 

£2 m £16.3 m £32.6 m More than £32m has been secured for development 
activities informed by ESPA research, through 8 
different grants including new PES schemes, 
biodiversity management, water and sanitation and 
REDD programs. Funding sources include the EU, 
DFID, USAID and the UN.  
26 million investment by the Government of Denmark to 
support the and adaptation of REDD in Bolivia to meet 
local requirements and a £13 million grant from the 
European Development Fund to support the Biodiversity 
Management Program in the Horn of Africa  through a 
grant awarded to The InterGovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD). 
ESPA is performing exceptionally well against this 
indicator and has already exceeded an ambitious 2015 
target,  The programme is in track to exceed the 2017 
target of supporting the development and 
implementation of projects with a combined value equal 
to the UK’s investment in the ESPA programme 

£30 m £40 m 

3.4.2 Number of Payment for Ecosystem 
Service (PES) or equivalent 
schemes informed by ESPA 
research. 

2 3 4 Four ESPA projects have implemented and tested PES 
schemes in Kenya, Tanzania, India and Bolivia. These 
projects are already being replicated and lessons used 
in similar projects internationally. 
The Directorate’s interactions with projects suggest that 
there may be some under-reporting against this target 
and some efforts will be made to address this in future 
reporting rounds 

5 10 

Output 4: New developing country-led partnerships and networks formed and delivering ecosystems services 
and poverty-alleviation, research, influencing and impact. 

4.1.1 Percentage of projects with 
developing country researchers 
listed in project applications, 
disaggregated by call  

50% of 
projects up 
to ESPA-
2012 

84% 100% of 
2013 
projects  

All ESPA-2013 projects listed at least one DC staff 
member as part of their project teams. The programme 
continues to perform well compared to similar UK 
research programmes, and the Directorate is now 
collecting much more complete data about project 
staffing. 

75% of 
projects 
since last 
milestone 

100% of 
projects 
since last 
milestone  
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

4.1.2 Proportion of cost allocated to 
developing country researchers as 
shown in project applications. 

No target DC 25% DC 26% The proportion of staff costs going to DC institutions and 
researchers is within the range of 26-57% for all ESPA 
projects, with a significant proportion unknown due to 
how data is collected during application.   The 2015 and 
2017 targets have been achieved. 
These data now cover the majority of ESPA research to 
be commissioned through main research calls.   
The unique nature of the ESPA-2014 “Blue-Skies” call 
means that it is likely that the pattern of expenditure 
may differ from the recent ESPA-2012 and ESPA-2013 
calls.  The Directorate proposes that the data for ESPA-
2014 should be reported separately in 2015. 

40% DC or 
unknown 

50% DC or 
unknown  Non-DC 

36% 
Non-DC 
38% 

Other    5% Other 4% 

Unknown 
35% 

Unknown 
31% 

4.2.1 Percentage of academic papers 
attributed to ESPA with developing 
country authorship. 

55% 62%  47%  The reduction in the proportion of papers with 
developing country authorship has been associated with 
a significant number of papers being published by early 
ESPA projects.  It is hoped that as the number of 
publications from ESPA-2011, ESPA-2012 and ESPA-
2013 publications increase in coming years that the 
trend will reverse 
At present the project is not on track to achieve either 
the 2015 or 2017 target.  The Directorate will encourage 
projects to create more opportunities for DC authorship 

65% 80% 

4.2.2 Percentage of publications attributed 
to ESPA with a developing country 
lead author 

25% 24%  23%  Almost a quarter of publications have a DC lead author, 
including some papers with the potential to be highly 
influential.  It appears that the programme is not 
currently on track to achieve the 2015 or 2017 targets, 
The Directorate will explore more ways to support and 
encourage projects to increase DC lead authorship. 

35% 45% 
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 Indicator 
2013 

Target 
2013 

Report 
2014 

Report 2014 Narrative 
2015 

Target 
2017 

Target 

4.3.1 Number of DC researchers who are 
recognised for the quality of their 
research by advising or participating 
on national or international advisory, 
planning or decision making bodies 
related to ecosystem services and 
poverty alleviation. 

5 7 7 Seven developing country researchers have been 
reported by projects as having been invited to 
participate in decision making bodies, in line with our 
targets. Bodies include: the Centre for Sustainable 
Drylands Ecosystems and Societies; IUFRO-hosted 
Global Forest Expert Panel on Biodiversity, Forest 
Management and REDD+; the Government of India’s 
technical committee on Green India Mission and 
Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel; the Government 
of Bolivia’s technical committee for Joint Mechanism of 
Mitigation and Adaptation. 
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5 Abbreviations 
Abbreviation Definition 
DFID Department for International Development 
ESRC Economic and Social Research Council 
ESPA Ecosystem Services for Poverty Alleviation Programme 
PEB ESPA Programme Executive Board 
IPBES Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 
NERC Natural Environment Research Council 
PES Payment for Ecosystem Services 
REDD Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Land Degradation 
SDGs Sustainable Development Goals 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme 
USAID United States Agency for International Development 
VANTAGE Valuation and Accounting of Natural Capital for Green Economy 

WAVES Wealth Accounting and the Valuation of Ecosystem Services (World 
Bank) 
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