
 

ESPA Annual Science Conference 2017 - Logistics 

Venue and registration 

The conference will be held at the John McIntyre Conference Centre, Pollock Halls, Edinburgh, with 
registration open between 08:00-09:30 on Wednesday 29th November. 

Travel – Delegates must arrange and cover the cost of their own travel. 

Edinburgh Airport is located just 30 minutes from the city centre and is easily accessible via bus 
(Number 100 Airlink bus) or tram. The bus will take you to Edinburgh Waverly station and the tram 
will take you to York Place. Tickets for both can be bought upon arrival. 

For those traveling by train, Edinburgh Waverly station is the most central station. 

Pollock Halls is a 25 minute walk from Waverly station, and there are plenty of nearby 
accommodation options (see below). 

Accommodation – Delegates must arrange and cover the cost of their own accommodation. 

Accommodation is available - but limited - on site in Pollock Halls of Residence. A 15% discount is 
available for this accommodation, which includes Masson House and Salisbury Green Hotel – simply 
go to https://www.book.accom.ed.ac.uk/ and use the promotion code: CONF17.  

Accommodation is also available nearby in the city centre, with plenty of options within a 30 minute 
walk. However, as this is a popular time of year for tourists to come to our beautiful city, we strongly 
recommend booking accommodation as early as possible. 

Some nearby accommodation options you may wish to book: 

- Ibis (South Bridge or Royal Mile): expect to pay ~£80 per night, expect to walk 20-25 mins 
- Radisson Blu Hotel: expect to pay ~£150 per night, expect to walk 25 mins  
- Holiday Inn Express Edinburgh (Royal Mile): expect to pay ~£85 per night, expect to walk 20 

mins 
- Macdonald Holyrood Hotel: expect to pay ~£120, expect to walk 20 mins  
- Ten Hill Place Hotel: expect to pay ~£125, expect to walk 15 mins 
- Minto Guesthouse: expect to pay ~£70, expect to walk 10 mins 

Visas 

Please ensure that you contact us (events@espa.ac.uk) as early as possible if you require a letter of 
support for a visa. 

Conference dinner 
Evening entertainment is provided by the Directorate on 29th November and will include dinner, a 
guest speaker and live Scottish music from a local band. Dress code: informal (i.e. normal conference 
attire). 

World Forum on Natural Capital 
The World Forum on Natural Capital will take place in Edinburgh on 27-28th November – immediately 
preceding the ESPA Annual Science Conference. The theme is ‘better decisions for a better world’ 
and the programme will follow four different streams. A 20% discount is available to ESPA delegates 
who wish to attend, using the code: ESJX32170. 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/maps/maps?building=john-mcIntyre-conference-centre#main-content
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Edinburgh+Waverley/@55.9520009,-3.1921589,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4887c78fbc266833:0x9947329ba2a64fe4!8m2!3d55.9519979!4d-3.1899702
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/York+Pl,+Edinburgh/@55.9562653,-3.1927651,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4887c78dd9550a5d:0x38c4648a5b6cdc64!8m2!3d55.9562623!4d-3.1905764
https://www.book.accom.ed.ac.uk/
https://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-8484-ibis-edinburgh-centre-south-bridge-royal-mile/index.shtml
https://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-2039-ibis-edinburgh-centre-royal-mile-hunter-square-new-rooms/index.shtml
https://www.radissonblu.com/en/hotel-edinburgh
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/gb/en/edinburgh/edbrm/hoteldetail?cm_mmc=GoogleMaps-_-EX-_-GBR-_-EDBRM
http://www.macdonaldhotels.co.uk/our-hotels/macdonald-holyrood-hotel/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=macdonald-holyrood-hotel-gmb
https://www.tenhillplace.com/
http://www.mintoguesthouse.com/
mailto:events@espa.ac.uk
http://naturalcapitalforum.com/
http://naturalcapitalforum.com/schedule/

