
REPORT FOR ACTS-ESPA RESEARCHERS AND POLICY WORKSHOP HELD ON 10TH, AT HILTON 

HOTEL IN NAIROBI AND ON 11TH AND 12TH JUNE 2013 AT WHITESANDS HOTEL MOMBASA 

 

Introduction 

 

 

The Researchers and Policy Workshops brought together 29 and 30 researchers, policy makers, 

Community Based Organizations, farmers and environmental stakeholders in Nairobi on 10th 

June, 2013 and in Mombasa on 11th-12th June, 2013 respectively. The Ecosystem Services for 

Poverty Alleviation (ESPA) researchers shared ESPA research output with the participants with 

the aim of assessing the role of diverse ecosystems in providing services that be can be utilized 

at the community level to enhance livelihood options and alleviate poverty without causing 

adverse negative impact in the environment.  

 

Both workshops were organized by the African Centre for Technology Studies (ACTS) and the 

Ecosystem Services for Poverty Alleviation Programme (ESPA).  The workshops drew 

researchers from Kenya, Zambia, Uganda and the UK,, who shared their experiences on the 

sustainable utilization of ecosystem services for improvement at the community livelihoods 

level without jeopardizing opportunities for future generations to also benefit from ecosystem 

services.  

 

ESPA policy workshop in Nairobi: 

 

The Nairobi ESPA policy workshop provided an opportunity for ESPA projects to share their 

research and projects outputs with key policy stakeholders and development partners. In 

attendance were representatives from government departments and other government 

affiliated bodies, UN agencies, the donor community, NGOs, ESPA researchers, climate 

consultants and media.  

 

The organizers of the Nairobi half-day workshop adopted two presentation approaches: ESPA 

project presentations by ESPA researchers and thereafter an interactive session for policy 

makers and development partners to ask questions and explore key policy issues.  

 

Dr. Anne Kingiri offered a welcoming remark in Nairobi on behalf of the Dr. Benard Muok, the 

Acting Executive Director of ACTS. She gave an overview of ACTS and acknowledged the 

collaboration between ACTS and ESPA in organizing researchers and policy workshops. She also 

acknowledged the ESPA projects and research outputs. She then challenged the participants to 

share and tease out key policy issues that will facilitate translation of research into policies 

through approaches like research into use and development of systems of innovation. She also 

noted that this kind of policy workshop needs to be utilized for institutional capacity building.  

 

Prof Odada Eric of University of Nairobi who is also a Board member of the East African Great 

Lake Observatory (EAGLO) challenged the participants to consider cross-boundary ecosystems 



like the Lake Victoria and Maasai Mara in identifying policy issues to be implemented to ensure 

sustainable exploitation of natural resources between nations and regions.  

 

ESPA Programmes and lessons: 

 

Prof. Paul van Gardingen, Director ESPA, gave a brief overview of some of the ESPA projects 

around the world and lessons learned. He informed the participants that the main objective of 

the workshop was to discuss various ways and means of linking research to policy and how 

research findings can affect livelihoods at the community level. According to him it is important 

to make better use of research to create sustainable links between ecosystem services and how 

they can reduce poverty among the vulnerable communities. 

 

He further informed the participants that ESPA is an international research programme funded 

by DFID, NERC and ESRC. The research is an interdisciplinary and involves researchers from 

developing countries. It operates in Amazona, China, South Asia and Sub-Sahara – Africa. ESPA 

programme aims to alleviate poverty situation in the world by: 

 Introducing ESPA’s research in the developing countries. 

 Highlighting how evidence from ESPA can help to reduce poverty through sustainable 

utilization of ecosystems’ goods and services in the region. 

 Discussing ways to put ESPA’s research into use to inform policy formulation  

  

The programme fosters community empowerment besides generating knowledge. The research 

outcomes are expected to improve the understanding of the way ecosystems function, the 

services and benefits they provide to society.  The programme aims at demonstrating how 

ecosystem services can reduce poverty and enhance well-being for the world’s poor 

communities and to deliver development impact through excellence in research. 

 

 

He cited the development of a market for bio-fuels Jatropha project in Zambia that failed and 

through ESPA’s intervention, salvaged and turned into a profitable soap making and selling 

ecosystem venture. “It’s an example of how you can think differently and do better,” said 

Professor Paul. He also cited a community in Bangladesh that for the last 10 years, had been hit 

by two cyclones the last being 6 years ago.  . 

 

He used an illustration to show how climate change causes ecosystem imbalance which then 

limits vulnerable communities from deriving ecosystem services to adapt to or mitigate the 

impacts. That for the last 6 years, Bangladesh community living in Delta region, has experience 

of no access to  fresh water, dwindling fish stocks and salty water and degraded soil make it 

challenging for them to grow food. The erratic rainfall and unpredictable weather also caused 

wildlife displacement resulting to human-wildlife conflict with reported cases of several women 

losing husbands or sons to wild tigers. He cautioned that ecosystems need to be protected to 

mitigate degradation that cause imbalance that reduces capacity to meet the needs of the 

communities depending on them but improve community resilience.  

 



 

 

 

Professor Paul expressed the need for linking ecosystem services projects to social objectives. 

He cited 2 EPSA projects in Bolivia in a watershed area where communities get monetary 

incentives by conserving. The communities are now engaged in bee keeping and through those 

projects there is low resistance to REDD related activities by the government. The government 

now is taking an active role. 

 

He challenged the participants to be innovative and utilize the already existing research output 

to improve on policies and livelihood options at the community, national and regional levels.  

 

Other countries ESPA projects are being implemented include Malawi, Columbia, Peru and 

Bolivia. In a major project in Colombia and Malawi, the focus has been directed towards food 

security and health considering trade-offs and tipping points along a continuum of land use 

change. He further advised that an integral system should be modelled combining several 

ecosystems and be managed as a mosaic of land-uses and services. He informed the 

participants that prompt actions should be identified at moment of early warning in order to 

reduce losses resulting from extreme events and enhance community consolidation for 

empowerment. However, he emphasised that for this to be realised Knowledge, policies, 

incentives, markets and institutions have to be conducive. That most important to note is the 

fact that better management of ecosystems for a range of services will help reduce poverty. 

Kenya Water Tower Agency (KWTA) Experience: 

 

Dr Isaac Karua, the chairperson of the newly created Kenya Water Tower Agency (KWTA) 

shared the need to conserve the country’s water towers considering the current impacts of 

deforestation and climate change on the water levels in rivers and lakes. He encouraged 

research on energy use and alternative energy resource exploitation. Dr Karua noted that 

according to a study he participated in, 5.6 million households in Kenya utilize firewood daily 

with each household consuming an average 10kg of biomass daily. The fastest growing tree that 

can supply quality fuel would take 3 years to mature and that is the same tree these 

households are depleting in a day. This is depleting forests at an alarming rate hence 

conservation measures have to be enforced in a participatory manner. 

 

Commenting on the vast resource regulatory bodies, Dr Karua reiterated the need for 

coordination and evaluation. He concluded by noting that there had been successive reports on 

lack of water even in major water tower points in the country. Having been elected the 

immediate chair of the newly constituted committee, he requested support towards 

reconstruction of the destroyed ecosystems. He requested ESPA programme support through 

sharing of its research output to inform restoration of water towers and diversification of 

sustainable livelihood options for the local communities depending on the forests in the 

country. 



Biodiversity, Ecosystem services, Social sustainability and Tipping points in East African 

rangelands by Dr. Mohamed, ILRI, Kenya  

 

Dr. Mohammed of International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) shared about an ESPA 

project on ‘Biodiversity, Ecosystem Services, Social Sustainability and Tipping points in East 

African rangelands,’ where they explore how pastoral communities interact with wildlife. Dr 

Mohammed showed how Payment for Wildlife Conservation (PWC) scheme is spurring 

communities to integrate wildlife conservation into their livestock keeping. He shared that the 

payment for conservation has been made possible due to the adoption of developing  

conservancies where range land is set aside with minimal cultivation of crops unless kitchen 

gardens but without putting fence to demarcate boundaries to  allow easy movement and 

grazing of livestock and wild animals.  The communities engage in making sure they benefit 

from accommodating the wildlife though there are no sufficient policies to guide in the 

implementation. 

 

He shared that there is high poverty among the pastoral communities in Kenya. Livestock 

populations vary year to year in response to rainfall with an increase of 0.6% per annum which 

is a high off take.  The situation is projected to be better with introduction of the initiative for 

communities to benefit from payments for Wildlife Conservation and the emergence of more 

than forty conservancies.  Generally, the situation underwent a reduction in previous years but 

it is improving with the restructuring of land systems with emphasis on consolidation. 

Communities in conservancy areas are also beginning to appreciate the returns from the 

conservancies. Ecological outcomes and trade-offs have been evident in these regions. He 

informed the participants that if communities found benefits like monetary to conserve wildlife 

they would do it voluntarily. He noted tradeoff balance as key, so that protecting biodiversity 

doesn’t cause poverty or much human activity doesn’t compromise on the biodiversity.  He also 

outlined various EPSA tools and methods used, to experiment with when on working with 

communities and possible economic gains through modeling possible scenarios and their 

tradeoffs.  

 

Whole Decision Network Analysis for Coastal Ecosystems (WD-NACE) Stephen Oluoch & Team 

 

Mr. Stephen Oluoch of Coastal Ocean Research and Development in the Indian Ocean (CORDIO) 

East Africa showcased EPSA tools he used in his Whole Decision Network Analysis for Coastal 

Ecosystems study.  His research had him interact with Beach Management Units, Non-

Governmental Organizations and Community Based Organizations along the Mombasa coast. 

They used scenarios to model outcomes showing how ecosystems respond to human pressure 

driven by need to alleviate poverty. He lauded ESPA’s tools for their ease of application 

modeling and implications of fishermen and the ecosystem at grassroots level. It was anchored 

on Identification of resources, actors and decisions. 

 

In conclusion, Mr. Stephen mentioned that research and impact-oriented projects are needed 

for ecosystem services and the need for small and medium grants that are tailored more 

towards on the ground or host country led research groups. 



 

 

Dynamic Drivers of Disease in Africa; Integrating our understanding of Trypanosomiasis, 

ecosystems and wellbeing by Dr. Sue Welburn and Dr. Noreen 

 

Dr. Noreen explained the essence for interdisciplinary approach in achieving better health for 

both animals and human in an ecosystem since some of the ailments are zoonotic. Integrated 

and strategic approach is preferable in disease control and should replace the fragmented 

approach since the latter is cross -cutting. Narrowing down to Trypanosomiasis, this disease 

affects both human and wild life and the vector being tsetse fly transmitted mainly in Africa. 

Changes in the environment may destabilise tsetse dynamics and transmission. This project was 

carried out in eastern Zambia characterised by dry spell from May to October and rainy season 

from November to April. 

The project is expected to meet the following outcomes upon successful completion; 

 A novel theoretical conceptualisation of the relationships including trade-offs between 

ecosystem services, disease regulation and human wellbeing 

 A new evidence base on ecological, social and political dynamics of emergence and 

transmission for key wildlife and livestock-transmitted diseases 

 An integrated set of process-based, empirical and participatory models across scales, 

leading to social-ecological systems analysis to identify  

tipping points, trade-offs and interventions; 

 An understanding of the drivers of such ecosystem-disease-wellbeing dynamics at 

multiple scales, feeding into prognostic models and scenarios for use in policy-making; 

Swahili Seas by Dr.  KAIRO, J. G. KEMFRI 

This project is involved in mapping and evaluating mangrove ecosystem services in Kenya and 

developing a large-scale community based demonstration project of payments for ecosystem 

services (PES). It’s focused at helping local communities at Gazi Bay get into Payment for 

Ecosystem Services through carbon trading. The project aims to annually replant 0.4 hectares of 

mangrove for the next 20 years and protect 117 hectares of Gazi Bay Mangrove forest. Once 

carbon trading issues are finalized it’s forecasted the community around Gazi Bay will annually 

earn approximately $15000 by selling 3000 tons of carbon credits. 

Dr Kairo challenged the participants that more people are focused on terrestrial forest than 

mangrove yet their carbon sequestration is 6 times higher than terrestrial forest. It has the 

significance of enhancing carbon sequestration, coastal protection and resilience to climate 

change impacts. 

The Mikoko Pamoja project: This is a small scale carbon feasibility project in mangroves that is 

led by a committee elected by the community members. The main objective of this project is to 

enhance mangrove productivity by carrying out activities that benefit local communities and 

are eligible for attracting carbon investment. The project involves the community members 



who participate in decision making process besides befitting from the returns from sales. It is 

carried out in Gazi Bay and has the capability of providing alternative timber, income 

generation both directly through sell and indirectly through carbon trade.  

However, the following challenges face the project: 

a) Fluctuating global carbon market: the unpredicted change in market and pricing of 

carbon in the global market might reduce the adoption and up scaling of the initiative at 

the coastal region.  

b) Controlling community over-expectations: the carbon trading is promising in terms of 

generating income to the communities but there some community needs which might 

not be fulfilled by the projects hence risk of community abandoning the project for a 

better promising initiative. 

 Long registration/validation period: this process involves a number of government 

departments, community consultation and international accreditation body which 

normally takes long time to convince and complete. That then builds the anxiety among 

the target communities.  

 Difficulties in accounting for all mangrove carbon: due to the nature of the mangrove 

and marine ecosystem, during high and low tides, the receding ocean water wash way 

the biomass inside the mangroves reducing the chances accounting for higher capacity 

during actual measurement of carbon sequestered.    

 Limited capacity (human & capital) on marine and coastal ecosystem: through the 

project, they are now supporting a masters and a PhD student but still there is low 

human resource trained on marine and coastal ecosystems.  

 

Participatory Modelling of Wellbeing Trade-offs in Coastal Kenya (P-Mowtick) 

 

Dr Tim Daw shared his project’s participatory modeling framework to understanding wellbeing 

tradeoffs in coastal ecosystem Services. They had worked in collaboration with the Wildlife 

Conservation Society, Kenya Marine and Fisheries Institute and Mombasa fishing communities. 

The model shows the various tradeoffs scenarios, and their effect on the ecosystem.  

 

Using EPSA participatory methods and tools his study also explored impact of tradeoffs on 

primary stakeholders like fishermen and secondary ones like NGOs fisheries departments and 

others.  One scenario explored was how to make huge profits by getting more small fish that 

would impact on the marine ecosystem. His model also showed how different types of fishing 

methods would impact the marine ecosystem for better or worse vis-a-vis the winners and 

losers.  

Dr. Tim linked the wellbeing model to sustainability of coastal communities largely dependent 

on fishing as main economic activity. There is a need to directly study wellbeing of different 

types of people in endeavour to: 

 Identify most vulnerable people to change 

 Identify groups likely to block change 

 help communicate trade-offs that may exist 



Scenarios allow thinking beyond the model offering a consideration of how to transform the 

system. 

For coastal communities depended on fishing, key changes that affect accessibility of wellbeing 

include; 

 Reduced fishing ground e.g. creation of park  

 Beach development (private and public) and lost beach space 

 Competition due to increased number of fishers  

 Bad government policies that are not creating jobs  

 Environmental changes in coral reef e.g.  More sea urchins and less sea grass. 

 

Possibilities for developing tools for ecological mapping over the great lakes by Prof.  Odada 

 

He gave a brief background of the East African Great Lakes Observatory covering majorly five 

regions. He emphasised that this is important due to the role of the lakes for human activities. 

The observatory management is involving stakeholders in different forums aimed at general 

conservation of the lake resource. He explained that lakes like Lake Victoria are being faced 

with different challenges such as trans-boundary differences, introduction of invasive weeds 

that result in pollution, climate change that has resulted into water level falling and increasing 

salinity. 

 

He emphasised that monitoring is necessary in order to protect the ecosystems especially 

through enforcing regulations. This can be achieved on a commendable scale since the 

community is included in the monitoring circle. He further informed the participants that it is 

important to focus on causative agents of lake degradation to avoid repetitive reconstruction. 

For example, focussing on water tower development and protection will support inflow 

sustainably. Appropriate models should be data driven in order to yield results able to solve 

problems at the setting of the study. 

 

Professor Odada expounded on the current management and monitoring strategy of these 

great lakes that involves communities and fishermen who monitor the lakes through cell 

phones to collect data and relying it to Nairobi for analysis. He noted that generation of 

appropriate information is facilitating informed decision making on lake resources utilization 

and conservation.   

 

 

  



Key Discussion points and Policy Issues: 

 

 ESPA programme and projects need to work through partnerships and enhance 

knowledge sharing platforms like project reports, ESPA website etc. in order to 

efficiently utilise resources, integrate target groups and policy makers to absorb the 

research output and use in decision making.  

 It should involve also local communities and civil society organisations in 

implementation of the projects so that findings can easily be taken up and put into use 

to enhance community livelihoods. There should be sufficient linkage between research 

and the end users of particular research output. Science and policy linkage needs to be 

enhanced to ensure formulation of policies that are informed by science and research. 

 Community involvement in any ecosystem transaction to ensure efficient buying in by 

the target communities. Community participation in decision making is important. For 

instance, the valuation of carbon at the coastal mangrove carbon project should involve 

the communities from inception in determining the prices and to cushion them from 

incurring loss through transaction costs.  

 Communities need to be involved in key ecosystems like wetlands in order to participate 

proactively in conserving rather than considering it as idle land. Communities also help 

in generating quality data once they realise sufficient involvement in decision making 

and gaining of maximum benefits from the ecosystem.  

 Government departments like Kenya Forest Service need to participate in defining the 

beneficiary and the custodian of the mangrove in protected and unprotected 

ecosystem.  

 ESPA adopts systems approach linking multiple ecosystem services and multiple 

dimensions of poverty. However, most systems need to be managed as a mosaic of 

land-uses and services in order to achieve maximum benefits as well as ensure adequate 

restoration of the ecosystems. 

 Diverse tools and methods for modelling can be integrated based on the capacity to use 

and the context.  

 ESPA publications may need to be translated into local languages that local communities 

can identify with and understand. This should be carried out at initial steps of the 

project in order to win community to own up the lessons. The information to be 

disseminated should also be packaged in a community friendly way and that can inform 

their livelihoods that generate sufficient income.   

 Countries in the region have different laws governing transboundary resources hence 

there is need to involve stakeholders to formulate best opinions that can be adopted on 

board by all nations utilising particular trans-boundary resource and ecosystem. 



 Sufficient integration of climate change into the ESPA projects ensures communities 

engage in livelihoods that integrate climate and weather information and can cushion 

the communities from extreme unprecedented climatic and weather events and 

change.   

 South- South collaboration needs to be enhanced to facilitate regular sharing of current 

research output and capacity building of individuals and institutions as well as sharing 

increasing visibility of institutions. It will facilitate also transfer of appropriate 

technology and up scaling those which are resource use efficient. There then should be 

institutional arrangement on who should implement specific function or role.  

 There was also a call for researchers to pinpoint the best technocrats within the 

government, private sector and non-government organization that if approached, with 

research can it optimally at the grassroots.  

 In terms of sharing findings Professor van Gardingen alluded to a platform in the pipeline to 

enable researchers from Africa, South East Asia and Latin America to share knowledge. 

According to Professor Odada sharing of knowledge for researchers prevents duplication and 

helps in sharing lessons as opposed to when a researcher is isolated.  

 

 

Conclusion 

It was worth having the half-day workshop whose participants cut across sectors that influence 

policy formulation, research and development. It was also noted that indeed there are many 

documented research papers, which have no link to policy implementation. It was emphasised 

on the need to use science to inform policy as a return to the community. 

There was a common call among participants to enhance knowledge sharing as institutions 

strive to   engage communities towards adoption of research findings. Scientists in the region 

were urged to build capacity in research and development as one way of giving back to the 

community with the main aim being to create impact in citizens’ livelihood. The aspect of 

upholding coordination among related agencies was emphasised so as to make sustainable 

utilize available resources, create exchange platforms and lead to quality output.  

 

 

  



ESPA Mombasa Workshop: 

 

The ESPA Researchers workshop in Mombasa targeted researchers, government departments, 

entrepreneurs, farmers, NGOs, and CBOs.  The workshop organizers adopted project 

presentations by 6 ESPA projects then followed by interactive sessions and  three working 

groups which were tasked to discuss on the first day on how to build synergies in ESPA projects 

and other research, development of themes,  opportunities, and the next steps to be taken. The 

second day the three groups continued to discuss on who then to involve, how to engage with 

them and what strategy use to influence the identified stakeholders or policy makers to 

participate in implementation of the identified research themes to bring the anticipated 

change. 

 

 

Prof. Paul opened the Mombasa workshop by recapping on the policy issues which arose in 

Nairobi workshop. This was then followed by ESPA project presentations and presentation of 

Research into Use and Green Revolution by Professor Ian Maudlin of the University of 

Edinburgh and Director of Research into Use (RIU).  

 

The project presentations helped the participants to connect with what was discussed in the 

policy workshop in Nairobi. A fish farmer based in Mombasa challenged the researchers that in 

1995 farmers were trained on fishing farming which was part of the government’s stimulus 

programme in Agriculture sector but it delayed in implementation till 2009. It coincided with 

the competition from other fishing communities and fish market was dwindling. During the 

implementation they could not access sufficient extension services also because the trained 

persons had moved to other sectors. This was compounded by the fingerlings supplied which 

couldn’t survive in coastal salty water because they were brought fresh water lake, the Lake 

Victoria in western Kenya. He said the farmers spent a lot of resources and time and it was not 

successful. He blamed it on lack of extensive and participatory research which would have 

informed farmers and government to implement the initiatives on time and using adaptive fish 

species.  

  

Group Discussions: 

 

The above question from the fish farmer made major part of the discussions by the three 

groups on how to be synergy in ESPA research, identification of research themes and 

opportunities and what steps to be taken next. Below are the key issues identified by the three 

groups: 

 

Building synergy: 

 Development of an information sharing portal 

 Dissemination and feedback  

 Harmonization and coordination of ESPA projects  



Identified Themes and Opportunities: 

 Food security 

 Linking ESPA research to climate change 

 Integrating health into ESPA programme 

 Tapping in the indigenous knowledge  

 
Next steps: 

 Ensure government participation from the development of a project to project closure 

 Integrated M&E approaches to pick appropriate information to inform local decision 

making 

 Linking research work with the government policies 

 Links to other stakeholders, e.g. private sector 

 

Research Into Use (RIU) and Green Revolution 

 

Professor Ian Maudlin of the University of Edinburgh and Director of Research into Use (RIU) 

gave a presentation that compared why green revolution worked in Asia countries like India 

and not countries in Africa.  He focused on issues like politics and land tenure systems. He 

emphasized that politics is among some of the bottlenecks that crippled the green revolution 

from taking off in Africa unlike in Asia. RIU which he heads assesses various programs and 

scales up the creative ones with impact potential. RIU also aims at ensuring grassroots 

smallholder farmers own the agricultural research 

 

He concluded that RIU’s nurturing approach has produced sustainable businesses based on 

research innovation in East Africa. Success in EA has convinced donor agencies to continue 

invest in RIU in the agricultural research.  

 

He challenged the participants that innovative outputs will be ‘left on the shelf’ in Africa unless 

efforts are made to ensure that they are put into use. This will only happen if research is placed 

within the right context to translate research into proactive policies at the national level and 

better livelihoods and poverty reduction at the community level.  

 

Group Discussions: 

In the second day the participants went back to their groups and discussed on who to involve in 

the implementation of research, how to involve the identified stakeholders and what strategies 

it is used.  

The groups identified government cabinet secretaries, media, local communities, private sector, 

politicians, research institutions, investors/ entrepreneurs and interested individuals. They 

discussed how they will engaged with them using advocacy and lobbying for policy inclusion, 

and sharing research outputs and recommendations to promote conservation and livelihoods 



development,  and to influence media to inform public on environmental issues. ESPA team 

proposed that they will have to hire or consult science journalist to ensure dissemination of 

research output reaches the targets. They will also synthesis information among the projects 

and develop metrics (qualitative information, photos to show evidence), link impacts and cost, 

and invest on opportunities to pay back.  The will be possible through extension, training, and 

network. 

 

Closing Remarks: 

 

Mr. John Kinyanjui a fisherman in Lamu challenged the researchers and scientists to ensure 

appropriate research is done in collaboration with local communities through CBOs to 

facilitated effective and efficient and timely implementation of community livelihood in a 

sustainable manner while generating income at the household level.  

 

Mr. Omar Abdallah Juma Wasini, Beach Management Unit secretary challenged the researchers 

to also ensure findings, are translated to Swahili, so older people in the community who are 

committed but can’t understand English can utilize it. 

 

Abeid Oshaan the Vice Chairman National Task Force on Small Medium Pelagic and a fisherman 

also saw it prudent that future stakeholders’ workshops, needed to be regional and involve 

more members from countries like Uganda and Tanzania so that views can be exchanged and 

lessons borrowed.  

 

Dr. Benard Muok, Ag. ED ACT, acknowledged the active participation of all the researchers, 

government officials, farmers, CBOs and NGOs representatives. He noted that the deliberations 

are going to enrich future research which will enhance translating policies into better 

livelihoods, sustainable environmental conservation and resilience to climate change. He 

sincerely thanked the ESPA programmers for the successful collaboration with ACTS in 

organizing the workshop. He acknowledged also the future research collaboration ESPA and 

ACTS is looking forward to implement in Africa. 

 

Professor Paul acknowledged there is great research coming through all EPSA scientists and 

their projects; he however noted its uptake in the grassroots communities was low as well as 

informing policy within government. There is a pressing need to synthesize policy relevance to 

existing guidelines.  There are difficulties in capturing ecosystem value but this may be 

attempted by assessment of minimum value. He encouraged fellow researchers to enhance 

translation of their findings into local language for user- benefit purpose. Concerning land 

grabbing, ESPA has plans to fund projects related to this subject in terms of valuation e.g. 

wetlands. There are many new projects cantered on climate change and these will serve to 

address some of the questions raised during the workshop. Nevertheless, there is need for 

projects aiming at enhancing community resilience and research that influences livelihoods in 

the region. 

 



 

On the last day of the workshop in Mombasa Professor Paul also gave an overview of what next 

for ESPA in the next year. Among them was recruiting an impact manager to be responsible for 

showing the impact research has on the communities for various ESPA projects, and a 

knowledge holder who would bridge the projects and grassroots users. DFID which funds EPSA 

would also seek to establish a research hub. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


