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Why share data? 
• Advances scholarship, improves replicability  
• Increases your impact and citation rate of associated research 
“Publicly available data was significantly associated with a 69% 
increase in citations, independently of journal impact factor, date of 
publication, and author country of origin using linear regression.”1 

• help other researchers more easily discover data relevant to their 
work, reduces duplication of effort 

• To preserve your data 
• Lower barriers to entry – more frugal science 
• Increasingly a funding requirement 
• Improves transparency and encourages collaborative work 
• Improves skills and methods 
• Promotes your work in new ways 
 
1. Piwowar, Heather A., Roger S. Day, and Douglas B. Fridsma. "Sharing Detailed Research Data is Associated with Increased Citation Rate." 
PLoS One, March 21, 2007, 2 (3): e308.  doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0000308 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0000308


Take care of participants 

ESRC: sensitive data can be shared ethically and legally if researchers 
employ strategies of informed consent, anonymisation and controlling 
access under the following guidelines: 

• a duty of confidentiality towards informants and participants 
• a duty to protect participants from harm, by not disclosing sensitive 

information 
• a duty to inform participants how information and data obtained will be 

used, processed, shared, disposed of, prior to obtaining consent  
Try to design your research and structure your data with these 
guidelines in mind 
The UK Data Service Secure Lab is for sensitive restricted-access 
datasets. This includes personal data or data at low levels of 
geography which is potentially disclosive, with the possibility of 
individual respondents being identified. 

 
 



Finding a repository 

• Make your data discoverable; 
• Could be national, subject specific, institutional, local; 
• Look after your data forever? 
• Compliant with standards, harvested and interoperable? 
• Create DOIs as linkable, permanent URLs? 
• Create bibliographic references? 
• Authoritative and recognised, have critical mass? 
• Doesn’t preclude data being held elsewhere; 
• Listed (metadata captured) in OpenDOAR, Web of Science Data 

Citation Index or other accepted directories? 
 



Data citation 

• Use a bibliographic citation 
• enables easy reuse and verification of data 
• allows the impact of data to be tracked 
• creates a scholarly structure that recognises and rewards data 

producers 

• some repositories and platforms will generate a citation 
which is downloaded with the data 

• Use recommended format – see datacite website 
• Put it in the reference section of your publication – even 

if mentioned under tables and charts 



World Development Indicators 
Global time series country-level data on 
 Agricultural production e.g. food production indices (cereal, livestock), 

agricultural land use over time 
Biodiversity and protected areas e.g. terrestrial and marine protected areas; 

bird, fish mammal species 
Demography e.g. rural population, population densities, disaster risk reduction 

progress score  
Emissions e.g. CO2 emissions (kg per 2011 PPP $ of GDP) 
Energy production & use e.g Electricity production from renewable sources 
Freshwater e.g Annual freshwater withdrawals, agriculture (% of total 

freshwater withdrawal) 
Land use e.g. Forest area (sq km); Agricultural land (% of land area) 
Water pollution e.g Organic water pollutant (BOD) emissions (kg per day) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  



International Energy Agency  
Time series country level data  

• World Energy Statistics and Balances 
• Energy prices and taxes 
• Detailed green house emissions data broken down by 

sector, emission type 
• Specialist databases on oil, gas, coal and renewables 
• Projections and forecasts 

 



Green and Gold  

• Working with researchers and six government ministries 
in Myanmar (mining, forestry & conservation, tourism, 
economic development, education) 

• Put research into action  
• Running pair of workshops in Naypyidaw in 2015 on 

policy formation around reducing the negative impacts of 
logging and gold mining on the northern forest complex 
in Myanmar 

• Research matching service 
• Please come and see me if your research is relevant and 

you are interested in taking part. 



Questions 

celia.russell@manchester.ac.uk 
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