
Research into Use Workshop 



ESPA Research into Use 



Cambridge RIU Project 
 Aims 
 To review existing approaches for putting research 

into use in selected sectors relevant to the ESPA 
program;  

 To identify best practice examples of research into 
use from a selection of case studies; 

 To identify key leverage points for the ESPA 
programme, and for ESPA researchers, for 
maximizing the dissemination, uptake and use of 
research in different contexts. 



Approach and methods 
 Review of literature and development of conceptual 

framework for understanding research into use. 
 Structured review of a sample of available peer-

reviewed literature. Identification of gaps. 
 Focus on three case studies – food security in India, 

flood risk management in the UK, global network for 
improving mental health. 

 Two expert workshops, for feedback, insights and 
peer review/critique – one at inception (January 
2013), one at project end (September 2013). 



Outputs and resources 
 End of project final report 
 Six briefing papers, detailing – 
 Conceptual framework 
 Key findings and suggestions (for researchers, and for 

ESPA and research funders) 
 Knowledge gaps and findings from the structured review 
 Case study 1 – Food security in India 
 Case study 2 – Flood risk management in the UK 
 Case study 3 – Global network on mental health (PRIME) 

 Website with findings and key resources 
 Paper (in prep.) for submission to Evidence & Policy 



Workshop aims 

1) Share findings with ESPA research community  
2) Hear from two additional perspectives on research-

policy-practice, Louise Shaxson and Nigel Asquith 
3) Think about research into use in the specific context 

of a selection of current projects: group activity 
4) The outcomes of the workshop will be used to: 

1) inform the ESPA programme’s approach to building 
impact; 

2) the revision of ESPA’s Research Into Use Strategy and 
impact activities funded by the ESPA Directorate; 

3) inform the launch of a new Regional Opportunities 
Fund for ESPA 
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