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Event Report
Annual Science Meeting 2014

This was the first major event that ESPA has held outside the UK and the choice of South Asia was 
in recognition of the region’s importance as both a hub of ESPA research and also a region where 
very large numbers of poor can benefit from the application of ESPA research.  

The meeting had a series of thematic sessions, linked to the key areas of demand for ESPA 
research in South Asia, supporting food security, water security and adapting to climate change.
Delegates were joined at the event by the new cohort of ESPA Fellows at the start of their 
programme of research and capacity development.

Audience

84 delegates attended 
including representatives from 

• ESPA projects

• ESPA Fellows who had the 
opportunity to present their 
work and network with the 
wider ESPA community. 

• Users of ESPA research 
in South Asia also 
participated and outlined 
their challenges for 
ESPA through keynote 
addresses.

Objectives

• To bring the ESPA and ESPA-related research 
community up-to-date with developments in ESPA 
science, including new results, new projects, tools and 
approaches, 

• To provide an opportunity for researchers to meet and 
interact with others working on similar issues.

• To provide an opportunity for potential users of ESPA 
research to outline their challenges for ESPA, through a 
series of keynote addresses, linked to the four themes of 
the meeting.

• To discuss the ways that ESPA research can affect 
change focusing on markets and policy incentives 
(including payments for ecosystem services), and ways 
and examples linking science with policy and practice.

Summary



www.espa.ac.uk

Key Outcomes

Impact and Next Steps Find out more

Adapting South Asian agriculture to climate change will involve making full use of the untapped 
potential of current technologies, managing current climatic risks, developing integrated solutions 
and exploiting large mitigation co-benefits of adaptation options.

Identifying and exploiting the potential benefits of climate change and addressing existing poverty, 
governance, institutions and human capital issues which are limiting agricultural growth will also be 
important.

• ESPA research in South Asia has provided some valuable insights on creating research impact.

• A basic approach working backwards from human needs to ecosystem services can lead to the 
discovery of the hidden connections between ecosystem services and well-being.  

• However, academic research can generate new knowledge but that may have little practical 
relevance or may only be small force for change. A problem solving approach which is grounded 
in the socio-economic realities is essential.  

• Research can stimulate political debate but should not settle it and whilst advocacy is sometimes 
necessary to encourage change there is a need to preserve academic impartiality.

• To remain politically neutral researchers must make it clear what role they are playing.

The Event generated good feedback with over 50% 
rating it as excellent or very good. 100% of the 
delegates made new contacts and 83% felt that the 
knowledge they gained at the event would change the 
way they work in future. 

Feedback and suggestions for improvement will be 
incorporated into the agenda for the 2015 Annual 
Science Conference which will be themed around the 
role of ESPA science in the proposed global Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGS) to encourage wide 
participation. The event will include more interactive 
sessions as well as invited and selected speakers.

Full details about the 2014 
Annual Science meeting, 
including the agenda, 
presentations and links to 
videos can be found on the 
ESPA website event page;

• Access the presentation 
slides 

• Watch the conference videos 
on YouTube

The science of sustainability 
for people and planet
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